
Death with Dignity laws are controversial and ethically worrisome for many medical professionals and clinicians, 
including hospice clinicians and administrators. Data show that 90 percent of those using the law in states where 
physician-assisted death is legal are in hospice care. Death with Dignity laws present hospice providers with a chal-
lenging dilemma, as many hospices are now being forced to consider the ramifications to their practice  given wide-
spread interest to make physician-assisted death legal in more states. How should hospices support a patient in their 
care who expresses interest in physician-assisted death or chooses to take steps to exercise their legal rights?
 
This webinar helps hospice professionals to understand the framework of the Death with Dignity law in states where 
it is legal, to know how and why it is being used, and to see the varied ways that hospices have exercised their own 
rights in their response to it.  The program will equip hospices administrators and clinicians with knowledge from 
the field that will help them to make policy and practice decisions should physician-assisted death become legal in 
their state.
 
This program does not address the ethics of the law, nor will questions from the audience regarding the ethics of the law 
be considered during the program.
 
Frances DeRook, MD, will begin work this fall as an attending physician in palliative medicine with Permanente 
Northwest in Portland, Oregon.  She recently completed a Fellowship in Palliative Medicine at the University of 
Washington at Seattle.
 
A version of this continuing education program was presented at the Annual Assembly of the American Academy of 
Hospice and Palliative Medicine and the Hospice & Palliative Nurses Association in February 2015. 

To REGISTER, or for more information, visit 
https://register.hospicefoundation.org
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CONTINUING EDUCATION
1.5 CE credits for professionals. will be available through Hospice Foundation of America for a wide variety of  
professional boards*. The CE cost is $7 per certificate and CE credits are available until March 15, 2016.  
*Please verify CE availability with your professional or state board approval and/or refer to HFA’s list of Board Approv-
als located at www.hospicefoundation.org. 
 
REGISTRATION
Both organization and individual registration options are available. Registration includes access to 
the program for six months.  Individual registration is $23.95.  Organization registration is $89.95. 
Register online at register.hospicefoundation.org. 
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